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WELCOME, FUTURE INVESTORS!

Thank you for choosing our guide.

Investing in your first property is asexhilarating
as it can be daunting. At FirstBrick Property
Buyers Agency, our mission isto be your guide in
the world of real estateinvestment in Australia.
We firmly believe thatevery Australian has the
potential to buildwealth through real estate,
even if they're notexperts in the field. Yes, that
includes YOU.

Learning from those who've gone before us is one
of the most effective ways to make progress in
anything, and wealth creation is no exception.
Education is truly the cornerstone of long-term
financial success. Yet, when it comes to
education, it's essential not only to study success
stories but also to learn from mistakes that can
happen along the way. Understanding both the
highs and lows equips you with the insights you
need to create your own route to success.

And, that's precisely why we're here - to
provide you with the insights we've gained
from our own experience in the industry,
and with that, steer you away from
common pitfalls first-time investors often
encounter. While there's no one-size-fits-
all formula for success, simply
understanding these mistakes can help you
tailor your own.

If you have any questions along the way,
don't hesitate to reach out to us directly.
As experts in Australian Real Estate who've
once been in your shoes, we understand
that no one should face this journey alone
and we're committed to providing the
support you need throughout the entire
real estate investment process.

So, are you ready to uncover the most
common mistakes you should avoid when
purchasing your first property in Australia?

Fantastic! Let's dive right in!



One of the most crucial steps in real
estate investment is having a clear and
well-defined investment strategy.
Without such a strategy, you're
essentially navigating the market
blindfolded, with no clue what could
happen just around the corner.

Let me put it to you this way...

Imagine taking off on a complicated cross-
country journey without a roadmap or
GPS. Sounds like a nightmare, right?
Something most of us wouldn't even
consider. Without Google Maps or at least
an old-school paper map, you're bound to
take wrong turns, encounter unexpected
obstacles, and waste valuable time and
resources that could be put to better use
elsewhere.

Your investments can suffer in exactly the
same way. Your strategy is your map in this
instance, and without a well-thought-out
strategy, you are likely leaving yourself
vulnerable to unnecessary risks and missed
opportunities.

When it comes down to it, the true
value of an investment strategy lies in
its ability to help you answer crucial
questions such as:

. What are my investment objectives?

« Which types of properties make the
most sense with these long-term

* goals? What is my maximum budget?

What is my approach to risk

tolerance? How long do | plan to hold

the property?

Overall, being able to answer these
questions ensures that you approach
every decision with confidence and in
alignment with your overarching goals.
Without it, you risk making impulsive
decisions that can potentially hinder your
progress rather than advancing it.

As an investor, strategies are simply part of
the process, but they won't always look
the same. As vyou develop in vyour
investment journey, your strategy will
become more refined, eventually creating a
clear checklist of factors to consider as you
progress from one successful investment

to the next.




MISTAKE 2

Waiting for the Perfect
Property

When investing your hard-earned money,
it's entirely natural to want to spend it on
the “perfect” property. After all, this
investment represents a significant step
toward securing your financial future, and
will undoubtedly be one of the most
expensive things you “buy”. However,
waiting indefinitely for the ideal property
can turn out to be a costly mistake, and
here's a spoiler alert...

The perfect property simply doesn't exist!

Of course, in the broad world of real
estate, what defines the perfect
property can vary greatly from one
investor to the next. Your ideal property
might come with specific features,
locations, or aesthetic qualities that
matter most to you - whereas | might
look out for aspects that are completely
different. While having a strategy and
preferences is necessary, having tunnel
vision will mean that you automatically
limit your options and slow down your
own progress.

By keeping a broad vision while staying
true to your strategic plan, you can
uncover hidden gems that might need a
little polish but offer incredible potential
once you put in the initial effort. Often,
these small imperfections can lead to
better prices or partnerships, creating
significant opportunities for future
growth and income. The saying “don’t
judge a book by its cover” can come in
helpful in the world of real estate, too.




MISTAKE 3

Chasing the Lowest
Interest Rate

For many first-time investors, the chase of a low
interest rate tends to be the main focus, and it's
pretty easy to see why. In the end, a lower
interest rate typically means lower monthly
mortgage payments and the potential to save
money over the lifetime of the loan. However,
fixating solely on finding the lowest interest rate
can leave you with a pretty shortsighted
approach to real estate investment. While
interest rates undoubtedly play a crucial role,
they are just one piece of a complex puzzle.

When considering a mortgage, instead offixating
on one figure, t's essential to delvedeeper into
the terms and conditions of theloan. Some
mortgages may have hidden feesor stringent
prepayment penalties that couldsignificantly
impact your overall financialpicture. Additionally,
the loan's duration andrepayment structure can
vary, affecting thetotal interest you'll ultimately
pay (which mayhave no direct connection to the
initialinterest rate you're quoted). So, while a
longerloan term might offer lower
monthlypayments (and initial interest rates), it
couldend up costing you more in interest over
time.

Another equally important aspect to look
into is the reputation of the lender and
the quality of customer service they
provide. Seasoned investors will tell you
that working with a reputable lender
known for transparency and
responsiveness can smoothen your real
estate investment journey and reduce
stress.

On the other hand, dealing with a lender
with a less-than-stellar reputation or sub
par customer service team could lead to
frustrating delays and complications, which
potentially jeopardize your investment
success.

One last point to keep in mind is how each
loan you acquire fits into your broader
financial strategy. Every mortgage should
align with your overall financial goals and
not hinder your ability to achieve the next
step.

All'in all, while a low interest rate is
undoubtedly appealing, it should never
overshadow the importance of ensuring
that your financing choices match your
investment objectives, risk tolerance, and
long-term plans.

Remember, fixing a single puzzle piece
won't complete the entire jigsaw you're
striving to create.




MISTAKE 4

Making Emotion-Driven
Investment Decisions

Emotions impact our lives in various ways,
but in real estate investment, they can be
our worst enemies. Emotion-driven
decisions often cloud judgment and lead to
costly mistakes with lasting financial
consequences. That's why property
investment should primarily rely on
rational analysis and a deep understanding
of market dynamics, not emotional
impulses.

While emotions like fear, greed, and
excitement can be powerful motivators,
they can also hinder logical investment
choices, clouding our judgment in ways
that could be detrimental to our own
progress.

One common emotional trigger is the
fear of missing out. You may feel
compelled to buy a property because
everyone else seems to be doing it (and
you fear you’ll miss this single, golden
opportunity if you don't act quickly or
follow suit). By acting fast or in fear,
you'll likely overlook some important
rational analysis and make decisions that
aren’t in your financial future’s best
interest.

Close behind fear is greed, which can
lead to rushed decisions made in pursuit
of quick profits. Again, this approach is
sure to expose you to unnecessary risks
and financial losses that a little bit of
rational research could have quickly
prevented.

While emotions are part of the human
experience, and not something we can
switch on and off, there are ways to
mitigate their influence on our
investments.

Here are our top 3 tips to ensure your
investments are based on rational
decisions instead of emotions.

= Establish Clear Investment
o= Criteria For Yourself

That means defining your investment
goals, risk tolerance, and property selection
criteria before you ever make a move. This
will ensure that you stay focused on long-
term objectives rather than acting on your
current emotions.

@ Seek Expert Advice

When in doubt, it's best to consult with an

experienced real estate professional like us
to gain objective insights and guidance that
aren’t based on emotions or feelings.

@f Research Thoroughly

No matter what, you should get in the
habit of conducting in-depth research,
including property potential, market trends,
and financial implications, before making
decisions. This will ensure you have all the
facts in front of you before moving
forward.

Overall, becoming a rational decision-
maker in real estate increases your
chances of building a profitable property
portfolio. Always keep in mind that success
in real estate comes from informed
choices, not emotional reactions.




In our world, there is no shortage of advice
and opinions. With our reliance on the
internet and social media these days, we all
know that information is just a couple of
clicks away. However, not all advice is
created equal, and relying on the wrong
sources for guidance in your real estate
investments can lead you down the wrong
path.

Your investment decisions should be based on
expert advice from people, like us, who have a
comprehensive understanding of the intricacies
of the Australian market. Gathering tips from
investors in the U.S., Europe or even New
Zealand will rarely be helpful for creating your
own Australian success. The markets are
different, and hence, the approach needs to
change between locations.

On top of that, what worked yesterday may
not work tomorrow, and navigating these
changes requires knowledge and experience
that can’t be gained from watching a couple
of reels or reading quick “how-to” articles.

Seeking advice from professionals who
have a track record of successful
investments and a proven understanding
of the local Australian market is your key
to success.

Experts like us can provide you with
wisdom that goes beyond the general
information available online. We have
the tools and knowledge needed to
analyse market trends, identify emerging
opportunities, and offer tailored advice
that is in line with your unique goals and
objectives. At First Brick Property Buyers
Agency, we pride ourselves on our
extensive experience and expertise in
the Australian real estate market. Our
team has helped countless investors
make informed decisions, maximise their
returns, and avoid costly mistakes.

We are your trusted partners in your real
estate journey, providing you with the

guidance and support needed to navigate
the complex landscape of property
investment successfully.



MISTAKE 6
Not Thinking Long Term

Real estate investment requires a long-
term vision. In general, it isn’t about quick
wins or overnight success; in fact, quite the
opposite. It's a long journey that takes
some twists and turns to achieve what you
wish to achieve.

Choosing to ignore the necessary long-
term mindset will limit your investment
potential and ultimately, hinder your
capacity for growth. Overall, short-term
thinking can lead to impulsive decisions, an
outlook that makes you chase trends, and
overlook the enduring value that real
estate can offer you entire financial
stability. In the end, true wealth
accumulation in real estate typically
happens over years, maybe even decades,
but certainly not from one day to the next.

MISTAKE 7

Searching, Not
Researching

From the early stages of real estate
investment, you need to know the
difference between searching for
properties and conducting thorough
research. While they may sound the same,
they are distinctly different.

Searching for properties involves scrolling
through listings, browsing through online
marketplaces, and attending open houses.
You know the process. While this initial
step is necessary to identify potential
investment opportunities, it is only the tip
of the iceberg.

Researching is a far more intricate
andcomprehensive process that takes more
timeand attention to detail. With it, you
need togain a detailed examination of a
property'spotential, including factors such
as itslocation, market trends,
historicalperformance, and potential for
appreciation.To effectively research a
property, it'simportant to scrutinize the
financial data,assess the property's
condition, andunderstand the
neighbourhood's dynamics.

A lack of research will inevitably expose
you to risks, not only could this expose you
to dangerous investments but also missed
opportunities. Beyond that, it could result
in investments in properties that have
hidden issues that may not be visible on
the surface(think poor rental markets or
unfavorable neighborhoods that aren’t
visible or immediately apparent to people
living outside of this area).




Hiring a property manager can seem like a costly
initial expense for new investors, however, on the
flip side NOT hiring a professional property
manager can be a costly mistake. While it’s
normal for new investors to seek out ways to
minimise costs and overhead, managing a
property yourself can lead to overwhelming
challenges and huge complications.

Property management involves numerous,
somewhat complex responsibilities, from tenant
screening to maintenance, legal compliance, and
financial accountability. Attempting to handle
these tasks alone is not only time consuming, but
also counter productive.

A skilled property manager brings
valuableknowledge and experience to your
newinvestment. They understand local
rentalmarkets, tenant relations,
propertymaintenance intricacies, and legal
obligationsand with that, they can optimise
rentalincome, address tenant concerns
promptly,and free you from the burdens of
dailymanagement.

Entrusting your property into the capable hands
of an experienced property manager allows you to
focus on strategic investment decisions and
growth, bringing you closer to your long-term
goals. It also safeguards your investment by
minimizing the number of vacancies you
experience, while also ensuring timely rent
collection, and addressing maintenance issues
swiftly.



Investing in your first property opens up a
world of potential while equally exposing you
to a landslide of risk. By being aware of the
most common mistakes that new investors
make, you can start to build your own
strategy and take on the challenge of
investment with a clear, rational and proactive
approach that is sure to lead to the results
you deserve.

If you have any questions or need
personalised assistance in your investment
journey, we're here to help.

want help buying your first investment
property?

At First Brick we help first-time
investors:

* build an investment strategy

* identify high-growth suburbs

* negotiate the purchase

 secure the right property

If you'd like help with your first
investment property:

Book a free strategy call.



https://calendar.app.google/cfX2scv6xhdb671d8
https://calendar.app.google/cfX2scv6xhdb671d8

All information provided above is not financial advice and should be used for educational purposes only. You
should consult with your financial advisor and professional team before making any financial decisions.

There are hundreds of data points used to research a location and its suitability to one's own investment strategy
and portfolio. This report touches on a few metrics only and the purpose of this report is for educational purposes

All images within this report are for illustrative purposes only.

First Brick Property Buyers Agency retains the copyright in relation to all of the information in this report. All
information in the report is protected by copyright under the Copyright Act 1968.

Republishing, reproduction, and redistribution of the information within this report for any purposes without our
express written permission must not be done. You acknowledge and agree that you acquire no rights in or title to
the information contained in this report. Permission is only granted for you to use this report for non-commercial
use and your own personal use.

Printing and copying of the information in this report can be done provided you do not modify any content without
our written permission. You must not without the prior written permission of First Brick Property Buyers Agency,
exploit any of our information set out in this report for commercial purposes.

A property investment may not be suitable for all people and the information in this report does not consider your
individual suitability requirements or investment risk profile. There are no guarantees or certainties in property
investment and as with any investment, there are variables and risks that need to be considered which will not
always be addressed in this report.

First Brick Property Buyers Agency will not be liable (in tort, contract or otherwise) for any loss or damages suffered
or incurred as a result of your relying on any information provided in this report or as a result of any omissions or
errors in this report. Independent advice from your lawyer, accountant, financial planner is strongly recommended
to be obtained.

You should also satisfy yourself as to the accuracy or correctness of the information in this report before electing to
make any property investment decision relating to the information in this report.

Although every care has been taken in preparing this report, First Brick Property Buyers Agency provides no
warranty, guarantee or representation regarding the accuracy, reliability and completeness of information in this
report and nor shall we be liable or responsible for any kind of loss or damage that may result to your or a third
party as a result of your or their use of this report. This exclusion includes any direct, indirect or consequential loss.

Information within this report is partly based on information from external sources which may be sourced or
publicly available, and which may or may not be relevant to your transaction.

The contents of this report are not intended to be a complete statement on any subject. This report does not
purport to contain all of the information that you will require or should obtain in order to decide whether or not.
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